MINUTES
VITALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, January 27, 2009

Meriden City Hall

9:00 a.m.

1. The January 27, 2009 meeting was called to order at9:10 a.m. by co-chair Kate Wall.  Those in attendance were Betsy Browne, Bernice Dixon, Beth Frugale, Irene Masse, Lisa Mountain, Sheila Sedlak, Chick Spinelli and Kate Wall.  Alan Jepson and Carol Lee were absent.
2. Review of Proposed Fee Increases – 2009 Legislative Session (available on CTCA website).  Discussion took place.
3. Discussion on Proposed amendment to Section 7-66 (Bill No. 5257), An Act Concerning the Duties of Sextons.  Discussion took place with a conclusion that we don’t see how this will close the “loop hole” of the question of whether the body was buried.  If it is buried, the information is already on the death certificate.
4. Update on electric death registry. Beth explained that a web-based vitals program is being investigated with a death component being implemented first.  This program would need to be adopted to meet CT requirements.  July is the targeted date for “Pilot Town”, introduction.  The provider will provide training and technical support for us. Extensive discussion took place.  Since this is web-based, Towns could utilize windows XP or higher and Vista existing personal computers but would require a secure internet connection.

Beth spoke about Proposed Bill 5607, proposed by Rep. Carson, regarding issuing marriage licenses  without Social Security numbers and inserting them after they returned by the officiate. We oppose this bill because it won’t work with our current standards.

Beth also spoke about Proposed Bills 547 and 5167 regarding municipalities acquiring abandoned cemeteries.

Beth informed us that Proposed Bill 5455 regarding adoptee information would allow adults to access information to their parents’ records if they had terminated their rights.  This new proposal does not include the word “adoption” however.

As a point of information, Beth also informed us that the due date for certified death certificates to the Health Department is being changed from the 7th of the month to the 15th.    
5. Letter from Lisa Leary concerning recording death certificates on land records (Kate will provide copies at the meeting).  After discussion, it was suggested that the Legislative Committee propose legislation to clarify the definition of “Land Records” and what can and cannot be recorded.
6. Other business.  Discussion took place concerning Paula Ray’s e-mail regarding Cremation Permits for medical institutions regarding body donations.  Beth will provide clarification for the Vitals Chapter of the Town Clerk Manual.

Sheila reported that her research indicates that other states do not charge “search fees” for genealogical research.

Discussion took place regarding the pros and cons, to us and the applicants, of outside vendors processing Vitals Requests. 
7. Approval of minutes.  Sheila moved to accept the minutes of November 17, 2008 as presented, seconded by Lisa.
8. Adjournment.  Kate moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m., seconded by Chick.
Respectfully submitted,

Bernice K. Dixon, Secretary

Unapproved Minutes

