September 7, 2011

From the Desk of the President…


It has been a very busy and exciting five months since the day I was first sworn in as your new President at the April conference.  The following is a bullet-point update on the many items that have transpired during this time.

· Contact from the Attorney General’s Office regarding a pending investigation into the “robo” signing of assignments and releases in CT.  They were information and fact gathering and indicated they would get back to us if things were to progress into a full-blown investigation.  To date, we have not heard back from them.

· In June the Supreme Court issued its controversial court decision in regard to the redaction of protected class addresses on Motor Vehicle Grand Lists.  As that decision may transcend into applying to other public documents maintained in our municipalities, an initial meeting was called by CTCA on 8/3 inviting the many stakeholders groups from government and business sectors to participate and form a coalition to address this issue.  On 8/23 two subcommittee groups met to, number one, agree on a legislative plan of action and, number two, draft a position paper.  The groups are corresponding via email with the next meeting being tentatively scheduled for the third week in September.  By then we hope to have word if this matter can be addressed in a Special Session of the Legislature planned for late October to deal with jobs in CT. The formation of this coalition also has a promising aspect to it in terms of working together on future initiatives of common interest.

· The Secretary of the State formed a new Elections Performance Task Force for which we were asked to appoint two town clerks to participate.  Therese Pac from Bristol and Lisa Valenti from North Branford are our representatives and they have participated in 2 out of the 3 planned meetings of the task force so far.  The 3rd is to be scheduled some time this fall with a report expecting to be released sometime next spring.

· Attendance at the July NACRC (National Association of County Recorders) Conference in Portland, OR.  They offered many sessions of great interest from election and recording practices, parliamentary procedures, to a thought provoking presentation by Minnesota Secretary of the State Mark Ritchie.  We also visited an area County Recorders Office that proved to be very interesting in that I discovered our many similarities as well as our differences due to our varying office sizes.  The contacts from this conference have proven to be an invaluable pipeline to and from other states as we research elections practices and procedures around the US and participate in the Elections Performance Task Force.  With the many happenings in the land record recording area as well, these contacts will again be very important to us.
· Contact with CCM regarding disseminating information via their newsletter and website for our up-and-coming PREP Chapter we are in the mist of organizing and will hopefully roll out this fall.  Sandra Russo-Driska from Middletown has agreed to be the Co-Chair representing the Government Sector and our coordinator.  Stay tuned!

· Our newly activated Dept. of Agriculture Liaison Committee, Chaired by Louisa Trakas from Plainfield, is working with the DOAg representative to develop a comprehensive regular and kennel tag set of instructions and fee schedule for the issuing dog licenses which will be distributed as a valuable aid prior to the dog licensing season in June.  They are also investigating the possibility of changing the dog tag collar fastener to be more customer and USPS friendly.

· With the assistance of our Conference Chair Michele Grande from Redding, we have successfully negotiated a contract with the Dolce Conference Center in Norwalk next April 11 - 13 with Fairfield County as the host county.  Dolce specializes in a team-building atmosphere and it will be a change from the hotel venues we usually host at but we believe you will find it a refreshing change of pace and a wonderful atmosphere for learning.  The countryside also very beautiful so if you have never visited this side of the state, you are in for a treat.

· We had also come to the end of a two-year contract with CCSU in regard to the classes for our School for Town Clerks Certification Program.  Although we have been very pleased with our relationship with CCSU, we have sought to restructure our contract and fee schedule to provide for a three-year term which allows us more actual class time to accommodate the Advanced Academy Program, flexibility in the variety of classes, venues and instructors and a more comprehensive, structured and well-rounded educational plan going forward.  Many thanks to our new Education Chair Agnes Pier and Vice Chair Suzanne Burr Monaco from Trumbull for helping us accomplish this.  A job well done.

· It was quite an active legislative year and many thanks to our Legislative Committee Chair Chic Spinelli from Waterbury and Vice Chair Essie Labrot from West Hartford for their hard work and long hours to help protect our interests and provide the various legislative updates to clerks. 

· After the legislative season is the arduous task of implementing the many pieces of legislation dealing with various functions in our office.  We most often look to our state agencies for this but occasionally when there isn’t State Agency assigned to a piece of new legislation, we look to our Implementation Committee to work up procedures and forms from the Public Act language, which is the case with the foreclosed property registration legislative changes effective on October 1.  Headed by Hartford County Vice President Carolyn Keily from Simsbury, our new Implementation Committee Chair, the eight County Vice Presidents as designated by the by-laws as the Implementation Committee, went to work to do just that.  Stepping forward to offer their assistance in any way they could was the CT Bankers Association.  The forms and instructions our Implementation Committee developed were forwarded on to them for feedback and we expect the final version to be distributed to all clerks very shortly.  We thank the CT Bankers Associations very much for their offer of assistance and we look forward to working with them on more initiatives in the future.

· Finally are the preparations for the September conference at Water’s Edge in Westbrook.  This venue has always been and continues to be a wonderful venue due to their location, pricing and accommodation.  We are well in-line with the vendor support, agency presentations, State ethics compliance and the preparation and printing of the program.  Many thanks to Windham County who is our host county and the entire Conference Committee, including our new Vendor Chair Joe Quartiero from Torrington and Agency Coordinator Anna Posniak from Windsor.  It’s a tough job but someone has to do it and we are fortunate to have so many dedicated, hardworking volunteering on this committee to ensure we have a great conference.

In the coming months as we plow through the election season, we are dedicated to working with the SOTS staff, and the new Director of Elections Peggy Reeves, to ensure that our official and absentee ballots are properly prepared and ordered, our absentee ballots are issued, checked in and turned over for counting in a timely fashion and that our voters have confidence in the system and can continue to rely on the integrity of our elections.  Our SOTS Liaison Committee Chair Donna LaPlante from New Hartford, along with the other committee members, will be working with SOTS closely on these items as well as perfecting and rolling out the upgraded town clerks module of the CRV system and streamlining existing absentee ballot procedures in any way possible.

You can also count on me to continue our mission of promoting education for clerks and making sure communication in all regards is fully maintained.  As well, I will always strive to elevate the perception and stature of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I hope to see you all at the conference next week!

Sincerely,

Joyce P. Mascena

CTCA President/Glastonbury Town Clerk


