Draft Minutes


April 15, 2011

Executive Board Meeting CTCA

Present: Joyce Mascena, President; Patty Strauss, First Vice President; Patty Spruance, Second Vice President; Bill Hamel, Treasurer; Paula Ray, Secretary; Stephanie Ciarleglio, Cal Brouwer, Sandi Wiebla, Maria Mullady, Carolyn Keily, Carla Pomprowicz , Betsy Browne, County Vice Presidents; Essie Labrot, Chick Spinelli, Legislative Chairs; Agnes Pier, Education Chair, Suzanne Burr Monaco, Vice Chair Education; Joseph Camposeo, Immediate Past President.  

Absent: Betsy Barrett, Asst. Treasurer; Joanne Angelini, Asst. Secretary; Cathy Nurmi, Windham Vice President.

I. Call to Order

The President called the meeting to order at 12:15 p.m.

II. Introductions & Organizational Review

The President thanked everyone for volunteering their time for the Connecticut Town Clerks Association and everyone introduced himself or herself.  She distributed a copy of the CTCA By-laws and highlighted the main sections.  She asked the Board to review the By-laws and for everyone to read the Code of Ethics.  The President reviewed the Mission Statement of the CTCA with Board.  She informed the Board she was planning to hold four meetings a year two in conjunction with the Town Clerk Conferences and two at the Bacci Grille in Cromwell, CT.

III. Approval of Minutes
On motion made and seconded the minutes of the February 9, 2011 Executive Committee Meeting were approved unanimously.  (All of the new members abstained) 

IV. Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer presented the March 31, 2011 financial report and answered questions.
On Motion made and seconded the March 31, 2011 Treasurer’s report was approved unanimously and is included as part of these minutes.
V. President’s Report  
Joe Camposeo, Immediate Past President thanked everyone for their help during his terms as President and wished the new Executive Committee well.

The President distributed and reviewed the Organizational Chart of the Connecticut Town Clerks Association, which is included as part of these minutes.  She suggested some changes that might be made and asked the Executive Committee to review it and send her comments before the next meeting.

The President and the Secretary were going to review the membership status of the various standing committees of the CTCA.  The Secretary was to email the committee openings to the County Vice Presidents to fill.

The President stressed the need for all Town Clerks to out reach to their local legislators on matters affecting the Town Clerk offices, and discussed the possibility of doing some national level out reach as well. 

The President discussed the changing nature of Town Clerk offices and what the Property Records Industry Association (PRIA) and the National Association of County Recorders, Election Officials and Clerks (NACRC) might have to offer Connecticut clerks.  She distributed information on Property Records Education Partners (PREP) Chapters done by PRIA, which is included as part of these minutes.  The President suggested the PREP Chapters could be done in Connecticut on a county basis with all stakeholders attending and planned on contacting PRIA for more information.

The President reported having been contacted by the Department of Agriculture concerning several towns that were delinquent in their payments to the department.  The President distributed the lists of Towns to the County Vice Presidents and asked them to contact the Clerks.  Agnes Pier suggested the Towns not take the Department of Agriculture’s accounting for granted without an internal review because of problems she had had in the past.  

VI. Old Business 
There was no old business conducted.

VII. New Business 
a. Legislative Committee Report
Chic Spinelli discussed House Joint Bill 88, which calls for a State of Constitutional amendment to allow the reasons for a person to be able to vote by absentee ballot to be set by the Legislature not the State of Connecticut constitution.  Their reasoning for the bill was to facilitate voting for the electorate by making it more convenient to increase voter participation.  An example that was given was to allow caregivers to vote by absentee ballot.  She reported the CTCA Legislative Committee had testified about our concerns with the present system for absentee voting being multi-stepped and cumbersome if the volume of absentee ballots cast in an election was greatly increased and fraud issues.  It was the position of the Association not to be obstructionist but to make sure as stakeholders we are involved in the implementation of any changes to the absentee balloting laws that move forward. She reminded the Executive Board the Legislative Reception this year was May 26, 11 at the Old Judiciary Room and asked all County Vice Presidents to try to have their county clerks attend.

b. Education Committee Report
Agnes Pier reported everything was all set for the May Town Clerk classes and that she and the subject for the summer technology class would be on using the World Wide Web effectively with topics such as searching and credibility of information.  She thanked Suzanne Burr Monaco for stepping forward to be the Vice-chair of the Education Committee.  They were currently in negotiations with Central Connecticut State University for a multi-year contract, which was allowing them to plan a multi-year curriculum. 

c. Research Committee Update

Agnes Pier reported Susan DePold was the new Research Committee Chair and there were plans to tie the Research Committee into the Legislative Committee.  The creation of a central depository of research reports for use by all Association members was a future goal. 

     IIX.     Additional Agenda items

Betsy Browne member of the New England Conference Committee was given permission to send out an email blast to all Connecticut clerks asking for raffle donation items.

     IX.    Adjournment

On motion made and seconded the meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula B. Ray, Secretary

 

