Connecticut Town Clerks Association

Executive Committee Meeting

September 7, 2011

Present: Joyce Mascena, President; Patty Strauss, First VP; Bill Hamel, Treasurer; Paula Ray, Secretary; Joan Angelini, Asst. Secretary; Betsy Browne, VP Fairfield County; Sandi Weileba, VP Middlesex County; Stephanie Ciarleglio, VP New Haven County; Calvin Brouwer, VP New London County; Carla Pomprowicz, VO Tolland County; Cathy Nurmi, VP Windahm County; Joe Camposeo, Immediate Past President; Agnes Pier, Education Chair.

Absent: Patty Spruance, Second VP; Betsy Barrett, Asst. Treasurer; Carolyn Keily, VP Hartford County; Maria Mullady, VP Litchfield County.

I. Call to Order

The President called the meeting to order at 10:18 a.m.  The Secretary and Treasurer were not present until 10:30 a.m.

II. Approval of Minutes

Tabled

III. Treasurer’s Report

Tabled

IV. President’s Report

The President’s Report, which has been made part of these minutes, was discussed.

The President reported that because of the low recording volumes all towns are experiencing presently, it was difficult to track any “robo” signing of assignment and releases.  It is up to the Attorney General’s Office to decide to pursue this matter.

There was a general consensus that the rules for kennel licensing need to be reviewed and thoroughly explained to the membership and that changing the dog tag collar fastener to be more customer friendly was a good idea. The Department of Agriculture Liaison Committee would be meeting with the Department of Agriculture to accomplish the recommendations.

The President reported the group working on addressing the Supreme Court decision regarding the redacting of protected class addresses was focusing on trying to have a complete repeal of the law as a first strategy and a roll back to the original law keeping the redaction at the State level as a fall back.  They hoped that this would be addressed in the Special Session of the Legislature in October.

The President reported the spring conference would be hosted by and held in Fairfield County at the Dolce Conference Center in Norwalk, April 11-13, 2012.  The Dolce is strictly a conference center and will be a change from our usual hotel venue.

It was discussed that when memos are sent by the President or Secretary to the Executive Committee it should be noted as to whether the memo had gone to the just the Executive Committee or the entire membership.

V. Old Business

a. CTCA Organizational Chart

The President reported there were two minor changes to be made first the elimination of the CCSU Liaison Subcommittee under the Education Committee and to change “DEP” to “DEEP” due to the consolidation of the Department of Environmental Protection and the Department of Energy.

b. CTCA Committee Vacancies

The President thanked Joan Angelini, Asst. Secretary for consolidating all the different membership lists into an organized, up to date spreadsheet.  Patty Strauss, First VP will begin at the fall conference to address filling the newly identified vacancies and work with Joan to keep the spreadsheet current.  Paula Ray, Secretary will use the information from the spreadsheet to keep track of everyone’s service for credit toward the Advanced Connecticut Certification.

After consideration of Old Business, the Treasurer’s Report was removed from the table.

Bill Hamel, Treasurer reported that as of August 1, 2011, 22 % of expected income had been received and 6% of budgeted funds had been expended.  Bill thanked everyone for being mindful of spending.  Cathy Nurmi reported that dues receipts were down slightly, and she attributed this to a drop in the number of Assistant memberships for the most part with only a small number fewer Town Clerks.  Bill reported the 2010 spring conference almost broke even, and he anticipated the fall conference would be slightly profitable.  Bill reported the last payment for the old CCSU contract had been made.

Motion was adopted unanimously to accept the report of the Treasurer.

Betsy Brown left the meeting at this point.

The President moved Item e. under New Business, Membership Dues Restructure Consideration to this point of the meeting.

There was a discussion on how to address the overall decrease in membership.  Cathy Nurmi, Past Secretary reported the decrease in membership was due primarily to fewer Assistant memberships.  It was decided to send out a survey to the membership giving several dues structure change options.  This issue will be discussed at a future meeting when the survey results are reported.

VI. New Business

a. Adoption of Resolutions for CCSU Contract

Agnes Pier, Education Chair reviewed the proposed contract and specifically addressed how the changes were made to fit our new 2011-2014 Curriculum, which is designed to both support the basic Connecticut certification and the new advanced certification.  While the overall cost of the contract was increasing the number of teaching hours was also increasing making the per hour cost less than the old contract.  There was a discussion that the Connecticut State Library courses would not be able to be financially supported in the future as part of the CCSU classes.

Motion was made and seconded (Nurmi/Pomprowicz) that Joyce P. Mascena, President of the Connecticut Town Clerks Association, Inc. is empowered and authorized to execute contracts on behalf of the Company.

Adopted unanimously.

Motion was made and seconded (Hamel/Pomprowicz) that the Connecticut Town Clerks Association, Inc. hereby adopts as its policy to support the nondiscrimination agreements and warranties required under Connecticut General Statutes 4A-60 (a)(1) and 

4a-60a(a)(1), as amended.

Adopted unanimously.

After discussion, the Education Committee was charged with developing an application form for the new advanced certification and considering options for an administrative fee for application for the new advanced certification and to report back to the Executive Committee.

b. Nondisclosure of Residential Address Update

This item was discussed earlier in the meeting.

c. IT Staff Attending Vendor Time & Lunch

It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to encourage any Clerk that wanted to bring IT Staff to the Vendor portion of a conference and have them stay for lunch to do so and have a fee for lunch available for this purpose. 

Agnes Pier left the meeting at this point.

d. Central Area on Website for Municipal RFP’s

After discussion, the consensus of the Executive Committee was to create a new section on the Town Clerk’s website that will archive a library of old RFP’s and have an area for current RFP’s to be listed for vendors to check.

e. Membership Dues Restructure Consideration

Considered earlier in the meeting.

f. Meeting Schedule

The following schedule was approved for Executive Committee meetings:


10-12-11 – 10:45 a.m.  Executive Committee followed by Executive Committee and Committee Chairs at 11:30 am at Baci Grille.


2-8-11 – 10:00 am Conference Call 


4-13-11 – 12:30 pm Dolce Conference Center

Emergency meetings as needed by conference call.

IIX. Additional Items

a. The President reported the Implementation Committee, Chaired by Carolyn Kiley was developing a form to comply with the new foreclosure statute that would be explained at the conference.

b. The President reported that Joe Camposeo would be doing outreach for the CTCA with NACRC and Sandra Russo would be doing outreach with PRIA for the CTCA.  Joe Camposeo gave a report on the July and August 2011 NACRC Executive Board Meetings, and discussed why NACRC membership would be good for Connecticut town clerks.  Both reports are included in these minutes. The President asked the Executive Committee to consider appropriating $2,000 to support Joe Camposeo going to the fall and spring NACRC conferences.  After discussion, Joe told the Executive Committee he would probably only be going to the spring conference, but it was decided to still appropriate the full amount with the understanding he would only use what was necessary.

Motion was made and seconded (Hamel/Angelini) to appropriate $2,000 to support Joe Camposeo going to the Spring NACRC Legislative Conference in Washington, D.C.

Adopted unanimously.

Motion was adopted unanimously to adjourn at 12:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula Ray, Secretary
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