A regular meeting of the Executive Board was held on November 22, 2010.  The meeting was called to order at ll:54 by President Joe Camposeo.   Present were J. Camposeo, J. Mascena, C. Nurmi, P. Hurlbut, W. Hamel, A. Spinelli, P. Ray, M. Grande, E. Labrot, J. Angelini, and C. Keily (joined meeting at 12:02 PM).  Also present was Mike Dugan from Capitol Consulting.

Minutes:  A motion was made by William Hamel and seconded by Michele Grande to accept the minutes of the July meeting as presented.  All in favor.

Joe indicated a change in the order of business to have Legislative Initiatives moved up before the proposed Scholarship Policy.  All in favor.

Capitol Consulting Contract:  Joe presented the contract from Capitol Consulting who handle the lobbying for the Association.  The contract is basically the same as last year with the following exception:  This year Capitol Consulting is seeking a two year contract to coincide with the two year legislative session and the Ethics Commission Registration procedures.  The fee for 2011 remains and $16,000 with a proposed fee of $17,000 for 2012.  Mike Dugan explained the reason for the two year proposal takes into consideration the fees for registration with the Ethics Commission which cover a two year period.  A motion was made by William Hamel and seconded by Carolyn Keily to approve the contract as presented.  All in favor.

2010 Proposed Legislation:  A presentation of the proposed legislative package was given by A. Spinelli and E. Labrot.  A copy of the proposal is made part of these minutes.  A discussion was held regarding the fee bill.  A suggestion was made to separate the proposed $7.00 increase in recording fee per document which would be dedicated to technology from the other requests.  The remainder of the proposals were discussed.  Mike Dugan, Essie Labrot and Chic Spinelli left the meeting at 1:18 PM.

There was a five minute recess.

Scholarship Policy: The Association has been approached by a vendor who is interested in making donations to the Association to be earmarked for scholarships for the conferences.  The current guidelines for scholarships do not include CTCA conferences as an allowable expenditure because the General Statutes require the towns to fund attendance at the conferences and Clerk’s may use the Preservation money to offset conference fees.  Everyone who applies for a scholarship receives the same amount as long as the towns provide a statement they are unable to fund the cost of the conferences.  There was a concern that donations such as this may lower the amount of sponsorship dollars from the vendors.  Options considered by the board are as follows: accept restricted donations and create a competitive structure, reject donations, negotiate unrestricted status for donations or make it the vendor prize so that Clerks must visit the vendors to have the opportunity to win a scholarship.  The final option would save the Association from having to fund the vendor prize.  The vendor making the donation will receive the appropriate recognition.  It was the consensus of the board to go with the final option of making this donation the vendor prize.  Bill Hamel will check with the vendor to see if they are agreeable to this proposal.

Other Business:  The Spring Conference will be held at the Marriott in Hartford April 14 – April 15.  The room cost will be $140 per night and the Association is still negotiating the parking costs.  The Association has contracted with Waters Edge for the Fall Conference for the next three years.  The room rate will remain at $140 per night.

Paula Ray indicated the registration for the December school is quite low.  A posting will be made to the Association to let Clerks know it is not too late to register for these classes.

Being no further business to come before the Board a motion to adjourn was made by Patty Strauss and seconded by Joyce Mascena.

Meeting adjourned at 1:44 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine S. Nurmi                                                                                                                                                                                    

Secretary

