EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

February 9, 2005

11:30 a.m.

Bacci Grill, Cromwell, Connecticut

 

Executive Board Members present:  Sandra Hutton, President

                                                            Joseph Camposeo, Executive Vice-President

                                                            Laura Francis, Second Vice President

                                                            Sarah V. Becker, Secretary

                                                            Marguerite Phillips, Treasurer

 

 

County Vice-Presidents present:           Patricia Strauss, Fairfield

                                                            Darlene DiProto, Middlesex

                                                            Irene Masse, New Haven

                                                            Esther Williams, New London

                                                            Susan DePold, Tolland

                                                            Cathy Nurmi, Windham

 

 

Sandra Hutton called the meeting to order.

 

Cathy Nurmi moved, seconded by Marguerite Phillips and unanimously voted, to approve the September 8, 2004 Executive Board minutes.

 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Marguerite distributed the Connecticut Town Clerks Association, Incorporated FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for the Fiscal Years Ended April 30, 2004 and 2003 prepared by Robert J. Pallone, Certified Public Accountant.  She also presented the Connecticut Town Clerks Budget as of April 30, 2004 and May 31, 2004 as well as the proposed budget for fiscal year 2005-2006.  Marguerite spoke at length about the need to increase our dues and conference fees inasmuch as these charges do not cover our expenses without the aid of vendor monies which is only an estimated figure.  She reviewed the auditor’s recommendation regarding the need to know cash flow and the need to increase fees we collect.

 

Sandra presented the 2005-2006 Proposed Budget advising that the Income figure for News Service of $4,000 should be changed to $4,500.  Lengthy discussion was heard regarding the need to increase dues and conference fees.  Darlene DiProto moved, seconded by Esther Williams and unanimously voted, to correct the News Service amount from $4,000.00 to $4,500.00.   Darlene DiProto moved, seconded by Esther Williams and unanimously voted, to increase the Membership Dues as follows:  

                                    Town Clerk………………….$70.00

                                    Deputy or Asst Town Clerk…$30.00

                                    Staff Member of the Town

                                                Clerk’s Office……….  $20.00

                                    Retired Clerk………………..$15.00

and the new Conference Fees will be as follows:

                        Entire Conference…………………………..$150.00

                         (all classes and meals including banquet/entertainment)

                        Thursday Only……………………………...$125.00

                         (all classes and continental breakfast and lunch)

                        Banquet Only……………………………….$ 75.00

                         (dinner and entertainment)

                        Friday Only…………………………………$ 50.00

                         (buffet breakfast and classes)

 

Darlene DiProto moved, seconded by Esther Williams and unanimously voted, to approve the Connecticut Town Clerks Association Budget for Fiscal Year 2005-2006, as corrected, in the amount of $124,875.00.

 

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE:  Joe Camposeo reviewed the 2005 Legislative Priorities.  He advised that the Board of Realtors were working diligently to get the conveyance tax rolled back and that CCM will be presenting a bill in favor of retaining the present conveyance taxes which we support.

The Legislative reception will be held May 19, 4-7 p.m., at the LOB, Hartford.

Joe advised that we are recommending the fee for “handheld scanners” be raised to $30.00 and that the definition of “handheld scanners” be broadened to include other photo imaging devices (i.e. cell phone camera).

Patty Strauss noted that there is a bill to change the Historic Preservation fee distribution to $1.50/clerk $1.50/State.

Cathy Nurmi reported on a meeting with Eunice DiBella regarding competitive grants now scheduled for January 2006 ($500,000 available).

 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE:  Betsy Barrett and Katie Wall will be co-chairing this committee.  Betsy reported that in order to cover expenses the fees need to be increased (cost of presenters, etc. increasing).  The Board decided that fees will increase to $100.00 for CTCA members and $140.00 for non-members.  Betsy also reported that Steve Kliger of CCSU would like to move the classes on campus and she had gone for investigate it, however, she felt, even though there are some benefits, this arrangement would not be conducive at present and she and Katie will look at it again in the Spring.

 

CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE:  Katie noted that she and Irene Masse co-chair the Vitals Committee.  The manual has been revamped.  The committee wants more procedural instructions and she complimented Beth Frugale (new Director of Vitals) in her new position.  The committee is working with Beth who will have the final say regarding this portion of the manual.

The Land Records manual will be distributed at the April conference.

The Land Records class in May will have Samuel Schrager (an attorney and Professor of Real Estate Law at UCONN) as the presenter.

Inasmuch as Ted Poulis has given us many years of service as the Land Records instructor, Lisa Leary moved, seconded by Beth Birmingham and unanimously voted, to donate $100.00 to the charity of his choice and purchase a plaque in recognition of his service and our gratitude.

 

BY-LAWS :  Joe Camposeo reported on the draft of the revised by-laws which will be presented at the April meeting for approval by the Association.  After approval all committees will be reappointed with staggered terms to ensure that not all appointments expire at the same time.  Cathy Nurmi and Sandy will review and compose the language to include term expirations.

 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:  Bill Hammel was unable to attend and requested Sandy to present his report.  Laura Francis moved, seconded by Beth Birmingham and unanimously voted, to approve the Scholarship Committee Organizational Paper.

Discussion was heard regarding the committee’s request for an additional scholarship category entitled “Town Clerks Conference”.  It was the consensus of the Board not to grant this request.    

 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE:  Joe Quartiero noted that the April 13, 14, 15 Conference is at Marriott Mystic and the room rate is $135.00/night.  He reviewed the cost to the Association to host the conference and how prices are escalating along with additional “hidden” costs that are changing the way we have to plan these activities.

            Esther Williams reviewed what New London County Clerks are

            planning for the Conference. 

            Sandy reviewed the program.

 

NOMINATING:  Sandy appointed those County VP’s present as the nominating committee to put forward a slate of officers for the upcoming two years with Cathy Nurmi as Chairman.

Sandy noted that the By-Laws, Budget and Nominations are to go out 30 days prior to the Conference.

 

TECHNOLOGY:  Laura asked that if anyone has a “message” they would like put on the website that they email her the message as it should appear which saves her typing it over again.  Also, when replying to a query which she sends out but is actually for someone else to please email that person directly or take advantage of the “forum” so that everyone can see the answer and perhaps be able to use the same info in the future.

 
RETIREES:  Lisa said she does not know yet of anyone who will be retiring.

 

 

Sandy reported that she went to Washington as the local representative with Susan Bysiewicz, State representative, to discuss HAVA with the representatives from other States.  It was a very productive trip and she said we are light years ahead, in technology, of many States.  The representative from Massachusetts (New England) was elected to the Executive Board.  Sandy wants us to be aware that Dodd is sponsoring a Bill that will mandate ALL voting machines have a paper trail.  Discussion was heard regarding electronic voting.

On a motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously voted to adjourn at 2:50 p.m.

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Sarah V. Becker, Secretary

CTCA

 

 
