CONNECTICUT TOWN CLERKS ASSOCIATION, INC
 

Executive Board Meeting

Wednesday, January 24, 2007

Baci Grill, Cromwell, Ct

11:30AM

 

Sandra Russo, President, called the meeting to order at 11:50AM.

 

The following Officers/County Vice Presidents were in attendance:

Sandra Russo

Joe Camposeo

Laura Francis

Marguerite Phillips

Sarah Becker

Beth Birmingham

Joe Quartiero

Joyce Mascena 

Irene Masse

Leslie Cotton

Patty Strauss

Dee Anne Brennan

Cathy Nurmi

Katy Wall

Susan DePold

 

Also attending was David A. O’Brien from WorkChoice Solutions LLC who will be conducting a two hour workshop designed to help create a mission statement for the CTCA

 

It was moved by Cathy Nurmi, seconded by Dee Anne Brennan to accept the 9/13/06 minutes and the 9/20/06 minutes. Although there were several abstentions from the absent parties the motion passed.

 

Treasurers Report:

The Treasurers reports were presented by Marguerite Phillips, Treasurer.  We have built up a surplus so $30,000 will be moved from the checking account to the Money Market account.  Sandy Russo, Marguerite Phillips, and Joseph Camposeo will work on the budget and then a draft will be sent out to the members for their recommendations.

It was moved by Beth Birmingham and seconded by Cathy Nurmi to accept and approve the Treasurers reports.

 

Old Business:

There was discussion on Federal Election Procedures.  Sandra Russo, Joe Camposeo, and Laura Francis will be the Town Clerks Association representatives on a committee that will address Election Procedures and the new Opti Scan Voting Machines.  Also on this committee the Registrar of Voters and the Secretary of the State will be represented.  Patty Strauss recommended that someone from LHS should be on this committee.  Sandy 

suggested that they inquiry from Town Clerk’s from other states who have been using these opti scan voting machines and who have had no problems with the election procedures.  

 

New Business:

The new Region I Director for IIMC Board of Directors is Bernie Dixon from Vernon.  Although it was New Hampshire’s turn to nominate they passed and it rolled over to Connecticut.  Sandy Russo, President prepared a letter of endorsement.

 

There will be Bridal Expo at the Mohegan Sun Casino on February 11, 2007.  Town Clerks who are in attendance are asked to bring work sheets and a hand out on Connecticut Law.  It was suggested that there be a raffle for three couples to win the cost of there Marriage License, donated by Connecticut Town Clerks’ Association.  It was moved by Joseph Camposeo and seconded by Irene Masse to approve these three vouchers at $30.00 a piece.  The motion passed.

 

The official nominating committee, Cathy Nurmi, Chairman will need to put together a slate of officers to present at the April Spring Election Conference;

President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Secretary, and County Chairs.

 

The scholarship committee is in need of members.  Sharon Miller, Town Clerk of East Hartford will be taking over as Chairman for Bill Hamel.  A form of interest to serve on committees will be handed out at the April Conference.

 

Sandy Russo, President will send a Gift Basket to Bill Hamel and family on the illness of his wife.

 

Joe Camposeo said although there is an ad hoc committee now for Elections we need to form an Election Committee and add it to the bylaws.

 

Laura Francis suggested the bylaws committee discuss terms of office for President, 1st Vice President, and 2nd Vice President.  It takes eight years to become President when you are selected as 2nd Vice President.  Today there are many sub-committees that people are involved with and give feed back to the Executive Board as well as better communication among members with email.  The reasons for having a 2nd Vice President for so long maybe don’t exist today the way it did in years past.

 

Linda Amerighi, Town Clerk of Sharon is the liaison for the Town Clerk’s Association and has been working with the Department of Agriculture on Dog and Cat issues.  There will be a new Dog License Application coming out and will be sent to Library’s and Veterinarians to try and get more people registered because the fund for animal control has diminished.

 

Dave O’Brien, from WorkChoice Solutions will be at the April Conference to give the Town Clerk’s Association new ideas and help the association re-group and get new direction.  Leadership, Team Work, Working with Municipal Government, we need professional growth.

 

Laura Francis reported that there have been meetings with Sallie Mae to set up Municipalities collecting payments on line. Enfield will be going live with the tax office only.  Durham is going to set it up for many Departments.  Also payments made on line for the Town Clerk’s Conference is being looked into.

 

Manchester is a pilot town for electronic filing of land records, working with Eunice Dibella, Public Records Administrator.

 

Legislative Committee:

It was moved by Patty Strauss seconded by Joe Quartiero to approve an increase of $1,000 for a two year contract for MP Guinan and Associates who are the Town Clerks Association Lobbyist.  This would go from $12,000 to $13,000 a year.  Motion approved.

 

Sandy Russo expressed how great the work that Patty Strauss and Joyce Mascena were doing as co-chairs on the Legislative Committee.  

Patty and Joyce reported on proposed legislation including Marginal Notations, Vital Records and Sporting Licenses.

 

Certification Committee:

Lisa Valenti, Town Clerk of North Branford reported that the committee is working on make up sessions and who is eligible.  May and December school is the same week every year and dealing with vacation issues.

 

Education Committee: Nothing to report

 

Membership Committee:  Nothing to report

 

Scholarship Committee:  Nothing to report

 

Conference Committee:  

Leslie Cotton reported for Hartford County the theme for the spring conference is ROLLING ON THE RIVER.  This years conference Thursday morning will have Jeffrey Garfield/Elections Enforcement, Elections Division/Secretary of the States Office, vendor time, lunch/business to conduct, General Session in the afternoon with speaker David O’Brien, Secretary of the State with be in attendance Thursday evening to swear in the newly appointed officers.  Friday morning will be all vital records.

 

Vital Committee:

Katy Wall explained Friday morning at the April Conference Vital Records will be addressed along with the Public Health Department.  Some of the things to be addressed are new forms for Death Certificates with information on Veterans. 

Retirees:

County VP’s let Lisa Leary, Town Clerk of East Haven,  know of any retirees.

 

Recess to Dave O’Brien and our mission statement workshop.

 

 

Respectfully,

 

Marguerite Phillips

Secretary Pro Tem

 

Sandra Russo, President, introduced Dave O’Brien from WorkChoice Solutions LLC who listed his qualifications and proceeded to lead us in an energy filled workshop to come up with a mission statement for CTCA.  Following all the organizational exercises the Executive meeting was reconvened at 2:45 p.m.  Joe Quartiero moved, seconded by DeeAnn Brennan and unanimously voted to adopt the following Mission Statement:

 

                        CONNECTICUT TOWN CLERKS ASSOCIATION

                                                MISSION  STATEMENT

 

                        To promote excellence and professionalism through support, 

                         communication and educational opportunities for each member.

 

 

On a motion duly made and seconded it was unanimously voted to adjourn at 2:50 p.m.

 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Sarah V. Becker

CTCA Secretary

