Town Clerks and Genealogists Action Group

Minutes

January 23, 2004, 10:00 A.M.

Meriden City Hall, Mayor’s Conference Room, Meriden, Connecticut
Present:

Town Clerks:
Gretchen E. Bickford, South Windsor, Co-chair.


Joe V. Camposeo, Manchester.


Irene G. Mass(, Meriden.


George Buckbee, New Milford.

Genealogists:
Tom V. Howard, Polish Genealogical Society, Inc.


Jack Kuras, Godfrey Memorial Library, Inc.


Fred C. Hart, CG, Connecticut Ancestry Society, Inc.


Bob L. Rafford, Connecticut Professional Genealogists Council.


Ray Thomas, Southington Genealogical Society, Inc.

Late Arrival:
Jim Leatherbee, Connecticut Society of Genealogists, Inc., Co-chair.

Absent:
Laura L. Francis, Durham.

The meeting was called to order by new co-chair Gretchen E. Bickford, who presided at the meeting. There were introductions all around, including the two new co-chairs, Gretchen E. Bickford (for the Town Clerks), and Jim Leatherbee (for the genealogists). Tom handed out agendas. 

Bob was elected secretary of the group.

Old Business:

· Situation at Department of Public Health
Joe reported on happenings at the Department of Public Health. Former Registrars of Vital Records Suzanne Speers has been promoted to head a health study project; her former position has not been filled yet, and may be open for a time. Any new legislation concerning vital records that had been anticipated is probably on hold and there is a chance it will not be introduced this session. Discussion ensued.

· Membership Card Access Study

The Membership Card Access situation was discussed at length. A photocopy facsimile of the membership cards from the twelve incorporated genealogical societies in Connecticut was sent around to Registrars of Vital Records by the Department of Public Health. George volunteered to contact the Department to update the cards.

Discussion ensued about using membership cards for access to vital records. Tom pointed out, and it was generally agreed, that there have been no problems with genealogists accessing vital records since the law allowing genealogists access to birth records less than 100 years old was enacted 33 years ago. There was discussion about a common seal for membership cards. Joe suggested an approach similar to Notaries Public, where a person’s membership card could be validated at any Town Hall by a Notary, for a fee, valid for a period of time. Bob suggested a two-level approach: societies keep their present membership cards, but only those desiring access within each society be granted an “access” card, centrally validated with seal, etc. Fred advocated the simplest approach possible. Tom pointed out the complexity of the work of the modern genealogist, not only collecting clients’ ancestries, but also working for Probate Court Judges and attorneys in due diligence cases with missing heirs, and other search services, often saving money for towns. Joe pointed out the similarity between the public perception of the Town Clerk and genealogist – often others to not see the great complexity of tasks that are performed by each. All agreed that the method for proving identity before accessing vital records was desirable. A committee was formed to continue to develop a simplistic but realistic approach to access with Joe, Tom and Jim as members.

New Business:

· City Registrars

Bob suggested that we continue to work at including City Registrars in our deliberations. Bob and George were delegated the job of approaching a few City Registrars before the next meeting and making a report to help further this goal.

· Emergency Meetings

Bob suggested we authorize Gretchen and/or Jim to call special meetings at any time if there is a perceived emergency, and the group approved this measure.

· Membership List

Tom will make a new address list of all members of our Group.

· Adjournment

Adjournment was at 11:40 a.m.

We thank Irene Mass( for hosting the meeting and providing refreshments.

The next meeting of the Town Clerks and Genealogists Action Group will be in the South Windsor Town Hall at 10 a.m. on Thursday, April 8th.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert L. Rafford

Robert L. Rafford, Secretary

Things To Do Before the Next Meeting List:

George to update cards with the Department of Public Health.
Bob and George to contact City Registrars and prepare report.

Joe, Tom and Jim to confer about strategy on Membership Card Access and prepare report.
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