MINUTES

TOWN CLERKS AND GENEALOGISTS ACTON GROUP

Meriden Town Hall, Thursday, December 11, 2003

Present:

Town Clerks: Gretchen Bickford, George Buckbee, Laura Francis, and Irene Masse

Late Arrival: Joe Camposeo 

Genealosists: Tom Howard, Jack Kuras 

Late Arrival: Bob Rafford

Absent: Fred Hart and Jim Leatherbee

Tom called the meeting to order at 10:15 am and minutes of the September 11th meeting were discussed.  Tom wanted to correct line 21 to include the vote of 7 against and 2 in favor of adopting written rules.  After a brief discussion the corrected minutes were approved by a vote of 5 in favor and 1 abstaining.

Tom said complaints were brought to his attention regarding New Haven and Hartford.  Refusal to access records and lack of staff was noted by Jack and hoped that new uniform cards would help genealogists in this regard. Jack also distributed a complete listing of Town Clerk street addresses and phone numbers.

Laura reported that the guideline committee met and she urged support of the proposed set of guidelines for conduct and purpose of the group. She noted that not every possible issued was covered, but they are flexible with room for change.  Laura, George, Irene and Gretchen said they want to move beyond structure and work on issues.  Bob said there were some issues not addressed, but recognized the desire of the group to move on.  Tom wanted to know about e-mail voting and Laura offered the Town Clerk Web Chat Room with limited use.  Joe questioned leadership and secretary terms and the group agreed those would be addressed at the next meeting together with on-line voting.  The motion to approve the guidelines was approved by a vote of 7 to approve and 1 abstaining.

Tom distributed the survey of organization cards for seven of twelve groups that he and Jim had gathered together with a sample of the new CSG card.  A discussion followed regarding the lack of a raised seal on all but CSG cards.  Tom said all groups contacted were willing to make some changes in their card info when their fiscal years begin.  Jack said many groups are small, have limited resources and purchasing seals might be too expensive.  Laura offered to put individual group info on the Town Clerk Web page and also to get possible funding from the State for raised seals.  It was moved that a letter requesting all OK’d items on survey to be included on new cards be sent to individual groups.  Approved unanimously.

Joe said the next meeting will be held in Meriden at 10 AM on January 15th with a snow date of January 22.  He will invite Sue Spears to attend and discuss changes in vital records access policy.

Meeting adjourned at 11:35 AM.

